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Micah 3. 11. The Heads thereof judge or 
Reward, and the Prieſts thereof teach 
for Hire, and the Prophets divine for 
Money : yet will they lean upon the Lord, : 

and ſay, The Lord is among us. + 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


CONCERNING 


The Preſent State | 


. E Oontiderytion of the 2 Condi- 
tion that Religion is in, occafioned my 
applying my ſelf to confider i ics Primatix e 

laſſitution, and to compare it wi. h the 
Preſent practice: In which finding fo great a Dif- 
ference as there is, made me reſolve to inquire into 
the Occafion of its Defects ; and likewiſe to indca · 
vour to propoſe a Remedy to prevent the increaſe 
of thoſe Evils, that ſeem to threaten the Ruine of 
it, and all true Piety. In the doing of which, 1 
ſhall firſt begin with a brief Account of the Foune 
darion of Religion, and a Deſcription of the purer 
art'of ir : And ſecondly, tell you ht Steps have 
taken, and who tis that hath undermined irs 
Purity and Simplicity; and that 'ris-by-chole that 
make e xProfeiion i, and are chiefly bound ib 
A 2 promote 


4 Some Conſiderations concerning 
promote ir, did not Intereſt and Ambition, make 
them, - inftead of being promoters, ruiners of ics 


> 


Cauſe and Intereſt. 5 „ 
The Chriſtian Religion is the moſt pure and meſt 
. holy of all Religions. The Purity of it declares io 
the World its Author, the Simplicity of it its Inno- 
cency, and the Love of its Members one towards 
another, and to al Mankind, the infinire Love and 
Mercy that 'tis grounded upon. 
The Deſign of Religion was, 1. Io reſtore to 
God the Honour, Duty and Obedience of Man. 
2. To inable Man to artain to Eternal Hap; iaels. 
3. To regulate Mens Lives, ſo as it may be con- 
- fiftent wich their own Good, and the Good of Hu- 
mane Society: All which Things are plainly re- 
vealed in Scripture, and needs neither Equivoca- 
tion, nor evaſive Expoſition of Text to manifeſt; 
and is ſum d up by Chriſt himſelf in one Word, viz. 
The Love of God, and the Love of our Neighbour.: 
| Which that we may not make a Miſtake about the 
degree of, is as plainly ſet forth, in that we are 
commanded to /ove God above all things, and our 
Neighbour as our ſelf ; than which no plainer Rule 
could be given: For there is nothing that we can 
more eaſily underſtand, or regulate our Lives by 7 
than Love; and therefore Chriſt fixes the ſum of 
all Religion in it, as the moſt plain and eaſieſt 
Thing that we are capable of underſtanding. Be- 
fides which, we have the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, 
which he freely gives to al/thoſe that ſincerely in- 
deavour, and deſit e, te pleaſe him: For whatleever 
in Religion is neceſſary to be known, is plain and 
eaſie to all, becauſe God deſires all ſhould be ſaved ; 
and therefore a Deſire of knowing and practicing, = 
grounded _= the ſincere Love of it, is the chief 
Thing to be aimed ar, and deſted. But if we 


Con- 
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' the preſent State of Religion! &#F 
conſider the Religion practiced in the World, we 
ſhall find ir quite a different thing, though vailed- 
under the name of Chriſtianity ; and greater ſtreſs 
laid upon thoſe Things that ſerve Mens Turns, than 
upon the Subſtantials of Religion, „ 
As firſt, the School men have turned this plain 


3 Doctrine into nothing but Niceties, Cavils and Spe- 
culations, above the reach of Humane Unde ritand- 


ing; whereas the Arguments and Diſpures about 


Religion ought only te be ſuch as may inforce the 


practice of it, and nor to puzzle the Underſtand- 
ing. Theſe Things rather fill Mens Heads than 
2X their Hearts, which is the ſear of Love and Af. 
fection. FE OS 
. A ſecond fort of Men have made all Practical. 


M8 Religion void, and uſeleſs, and to ferve their Lutt 
and Intereſt made any thing lawful ; making Re- 


ligion, that is a thipg of the greateſt Sincerity and 
moſt Purity, only a piece of Deceit and Cunning, 


and a Shroud for Wickedneſs and Villany, and that 
2X with that Cunning as ro make theſe additional Pre- 


rences more neceſſary, and of more value, than the. 
ſubſtanrial Parts of Religion; ſo as chat he that que- 
ſtions them, or not obſerves them, is in more danger 
than he that diſowns the Chriſtian Religion ir ſelf. 
A third ſort of People place it in this or that par 
ticular Form of Church Government; which is. 
not the Eſſence, or Subſtantial Part of Religion, 
though moſt place the chief of Religion in it. The 
Komaniſt in the Infallibiliry of their Church; the. 
Church of England in their Epiſcopal Government, 
and Ceremonics; the Presbiteri ans in their Form of 
Government, and in their Communion ; the Inde- 
pendents the ſame in theirs ; ſo that tis hard to find 
which are moſt formal and Riff in their particular 
Way, (the Papiſt only W V and have the moſt 
KEE 0 I | 
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Hatred. 
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6 Some Conſiderations concerning 
Hatred one againſt another, though proſeſſing that 
Religion that is made up of Lovs and Forbearatice ; | 
and that though there is no Diſtinction made either | 
by Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, except only of Men that 7 
ſerve God, and that ſerve the Devil. A Diſtinction 
that is on the other hand roo little heeded by the 
Charth of Emland, though Men are never ſo De- 
bauch'd; and by the Diſſenters, where Men are 
Covetous, and want Charity; provided they are 
bur zealons for a Party (though it be to the deſtruj - 
d ion of Humane Society, the letting in of Popery, 
the ruine of rhe Nation, and of Religion it ſelf) 
yer thele Men ſhall be valued by the Clergy ; eſpe- 
cially if they are for Perſecution, and for the De- 
ration of their Brethren : For moſt Men db as 
gebn did with Forums Meſſengers, when they came 
To ack if & were Peace. 2 Ning, 9. 17. he com- 
manded them to xurn behind him, and follow him. 
And io moſt are deſirous to get Followers rather 
than to treat of Peace. lags 5 
What part of Religion tis that theſe Men gr 
theſe Principles upon, I cannot find. I am certain 
that a fevengefal perſecuting Spirit is the moſt con- 
trafy to the deſign ard intent of the Goſpel of any 
thing whatever, and is not to be excuſed upon the 
| age of Zeal for God, for Religion, or for a 
ry: For, 55 


x. Tis contrary to Chrift's Command; ro love 
bone another, and to love all Men, even our Bne- 
mies. We oeght to be ſo fat from perſecuting xhoſe 
that hate us, chat we ouphr not to hate thoſe that 
_— us. We onphr to follow Peace with all 
Men; to which nothing can be more oppoſire than 
Craelries, Perſeoutions, Comſpiracies, Maiſfacres, In- 
uilitions, and deſigns to perſecute and deftroy all 

that differ from as. . 
„ „ 
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e-preſert Sue of Religion, - 


As = Chriſt's Practice. He could 
by a a divine miraculous Power have deſtroyed his- 
Enemies, which might have been of force to con- 
vince, as well as te deſtroy; but he only uſes the 
bands of Love, and a peaceable Method, without 
the Example of a Furious Tos Zeal or Religions Rage: 
As Tertullian well obſerves, "Tis nor Jigion to 
ſorce Religion, but that it ought to be willingly, 

and not forceably receiv d. Religion was propoſed. 

for Mens Advantage; if they retuſe i ir. tis at then” 8 

Own peril. 
3. A perſecuting Spirit can upon no account be 
ſo likely to be juſtified, upon any E hat- 
ſeever, as that of Zeal ſor God and Religion; and 
yet though choſe whom the Apoſtles: would have 
called for Fire from Heaven upon were Samaritans, 
 HHereticks and Schiſmaricks-, that had affronted 
Chriſt himſelf, the Honour of God and Religion, 
per in tits Caſe Chriſt tells them, They new not - 
what manner of Spirits they were ; and that he was 
nes come vo deſtroy. Mens Lives, but to ſave them : Aud 
if Chriſtcamero ſave Mens Lives, cerratnly he nc- 
= . 2 his Followers ſhould deſtroy them, and 
f ſo contrary to his Principles. 
wee ought (as one ſays) to ſer Bounds to our Zeal 
= by Diſcretion, to Errour by Truth, te Paſfion by 
Reaſon, and Divigons by Charity; for tis a falle 
Zeal that acts for any other end than the Deſtruction 
of Sin, the Advancement of God's Glory, and the : 
Peace and Good of Mankind in general. 

And therefore I would fain find theſe Men chat 
are ſo Zealous for the Church, and Perſecution , 
Zealous for a Reformation, for Holineſs, and for 
the promotion of true Piety; which as it doth not 

conſiſt in a perſecuting Spirit, ſo is it oppoſite to all 
Private or Particular * or Deſigns, either of 
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83 Some Conſiderations concerning 
| | particular Men or Parties: For I cannot but think 8 
that particular Parties, as well as particular Men, 


do very ill in uſing politick Deſigns ene againſt 
another. The Goſpel in the Primative Times was 
only promoted by Simplicity, Puriry and good Ex- 


ample; and if no other way were uſed now, I am 
| ſatisfied it would be more effectual than all the 


| Devices of Men. The Truth will vindicate its ſelf, 
and needs no ſupport any other way than by Mens 


Act ions, to declare their Belief of it. For Force 


can only make Hypocrites, Example and Reaſon 
muſt overcome the Mind; elſe Chriſt had never 


ſuffered ſo much for Example fake. He could have 


done more than all the World beſides, both by 
Preaching, Perſwaſions and Miracles, yet he pre- 
fers Example. Let Men receive the Truth in the 


Love of it, and with pure Deſigns and Ends, and 


Jam perſwaded ir will regulate Religion more than 


all rhe Devices, Defigns, and particular Opinions : 


of particular Men and Parties. Let Politicks be 
uſed only againſt the common Enemies of Mankind, 
where neither Truth, Goodneſs nor Honeſty is to 


be found; bur among Religious Men, the only . 
Conteſt ſhould be, who ſhould ourdo each other in 
Love, Charity, Forbearance and Kindneſs, rather 


than in De6gns, Devices and Deceits : For Reli- 
gion is of another make, its Ends and Deſigns is 
not to provoke Men to Hatred one of another, 
but to the greateſt Love; to ennoble the Mind, and 
beget a holy Deſire in it after a conformity to God, 
and the injoyment of him; to regulate all our 
Actions and Thoughts, ſc as to be able to give up 
our Accounts with Joy. Theſe are the great Points 
of Religion, and what moſt will pretend to own, 
though few are willing to practice. h 
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e preſent State of Religion, 9 
But, as Biſhop Ti/lo:/or ſays, ought nor the great 
Matters wherein we are agreed, our Union in the 
Doctrine of the Chriſtian Religion, and in all the 
neceſſary Articles of that Faith that was once deli- 
vered to the Saints, and in all ſubſtantial par:s of 
Religion and of God's Worſhip, and in the great 
Duties of Chriſtian Life, to be of greater force to 
W unite us, then Differences in doubtful Opinions, and 
in little Rites and Circumſtances of Worſhip, to di- 
vide and break us? ee N 15 
Are not the Things about which we differ, in 
their nature indifferent? That is, Things about 
which their ought to be no difference amongſt wiſe 
Men. Are they not at a great diſtance from the 
Life and Eſſence of Religion, and rather good or 
bad, as they tend to the Peace and Unity of the 
Church, or are made uſe of ro Schiſm or Faction, 
chan either neceſſary or evil in themſelves? ' - 
For the Differences in Religion and Proteſtants, 
chiefly conſiſt in thoſe Things that do not at all, or 
= vety little, concern the Fundamentals of Religion, 
is always contrary to the chiefeſt parts of it, 
ſuch as Humility, Peace, Love, Meekneſs and For- 
| bearance, * y ee 
Now in Differences there commonly is two Miſ- 
chiefs that attend them. 1. They are apt to take 
Men off from minding the principal neceſſary par:s 
of Religion. Men are naturally more apt to be 
pleaſed with the leſs neceſſary parts of Religion, 
than the ſubſtantial parts of it; and with the Pha- 
riſees to tithe Mint, Anniſe and Cummin, while 
they neglect the weightier part of the Law, ſuch as 
Faith, Mercy, Judgment, Love to God, to our 
Neighbour, the mortifying our Love to the Things 
of the World, our Pleaſures, Luſt, Se. Few coti- 
Gder that God will ſooner pardon ten Sins of Igno- 
: | rance, 


10 Some Conſiderations concerning 
rarce, than one wilful neglect of a known Duty, 
fach as Love, Mercy, Holineſs, So. mult be. 
2. Differences are very dangerous, in that they | 
make Men have falſe Hopes, and place their Reli- | 
gion and Zeal in Things nor neceſſary to Salvation; 
it makes them formal in placing their Salvation in 2 
being of a Church or Party, and in hating and un- 
_ chariably cenſuring one another, when Aur Reli- 
gion and Salvation conſiſts in being of a different 
temper, and contrary practice. "Tis | 
will admit us to Heaven; nor do I believe any | 
Church or Party to have the priviledge of ſaving 
a wicked Man. E | 
Now as | have fkewn you what 2 was in 
irs Primative Inſtitution, and hat it ought — de 
now, I ſnall proceed to the Second Thi 3 
which was ro ſhew wherein the -Prefenr : — _ b 
Religion and chat in the Primarive Times differ. 5 
x. In the Primative Times there was no diftin- ; 
Qionvf Parties, 'thoſe were called Di Chri- © 


not a Name 


ſtiarts, Believers, c. chat made Proſeſſien of Chri- 


ſtianiry, and whole Life and Converſation did not 
contratlict their Profeſſion, and were charirably- || 
jadged to be ſuch :. They had not amongſt them 
| thoſe names now uſed to diſtinguiſh Party from | 

Party, they only then looked at Chriſtian Profelit- 
on and Chriſtian Practice. Indeed real:Chriſftianiry | 
is vrhat ought to be priſed; but now any Thing 
paſſes for a Chriſtian that is ef a Parry, let his 
Converſation be what it will, and his Principles the 
moſt contrary to that Divine Love and Mercy that 
bath conſtituted the Chriltian Religion. 

2. In the — Times the Love of the Bre- 
thren was the admiration of the Heathens, as Ter- 
tulkian tells us: But now what ſhall we find in Re- 
bgion bur Contencion, Strife, Envy, Malice ; _ 
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the preſent State of Religion. x - 


chat Religion that was then the band of Love and 


Peace, is now made the occaſion of Bloodſhed, 
Maſſacres, the Ruine of Kingdoms and the Subver- 
fron of Governments ; whereas in the Primative 
Times, the Thing that made Chriſtianity find an 
eafie admittance into particular States was becauſe 


f ir did not uſurp upon the Civil Power, but tended 


ro its Peace and Happineſs: For none hardly ever 
charged the Chriſtian Religion with being a Rebel- 
lious Seditious Thing, or made it fo, but the Roman 


"W Cathulicks, and a particular fort of Men among us 
much of the ſame Principles. 


Now the occaſion of all the Miſchiefs and Divi- 
for.s that attend Religion amongſt Proteſtants are 
ſuperficial additions to it, no way belonging either 
— the Fundamentals, or the purity or uſeful —.— 

: Thoſe additions have always been increaſing 
nas one pretence or another, - Inrereſt or Debaw- 
Tthery have commonly been the founders of them, 


and hath been the — of their undermining the 
| Jubftantial parts of Religion; and therefore tis good 


to be careful, and not to be beguiled by the Sub - 
titties of Men, who are ſwayed more by their Cor- 
ruptions than the true Intereſt of Religion: The 
8 . of which is becauſe, 

Men are more fond of their own Opinions 


«| ain of Religion; the one is natural, the other con- 
tradictory to Nature. Men are always moſt es- 


lous for their own ways, eſpecially when pilded 


over with a pretence of Religion. 


2. Pride, Credit and Intereſt, are ne at 
the bottom of all Contentions, and make Men eager 
and 73 1.3 
— be pureſt and erful arc of Retigion fs 
What Man is mot: wok oO: F Tbe Devil knows 
that in that lies the ſtrength of Religion, and —_— 
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12 Some Conſiderations concerning 
fore he doth what he can to keep Men from it. He 


will let them pleaſe themſelves as much as they will 
about the ſuperficial parts of Religion, eipecialy | 


about Contett, becauſe they make moſt for his In- 


4. In Religion it often happens that there are | 
two contending Parties, whom the increaſe of their 


| - Followers, and Power of the one Pariy begets a 


Jealouſie in the other. This begers Contentions, 
makes Oppoſitions, and commonly begets Refe- 
ctions, while Men do not conſider that what they 


caſt upon each Party doth not reſt there, but upon 


Religion it ſelf. - | 5 | ; 
This is what makes Religion ſo deſpiſed, and 


that makes Men believe it only to be a Trick, 
when they find the Profeſſors of it neglecters of the 


beſt and moſt ſubſtantial parts of it, and managers 
of it for their Intereſt and Deſign. 5 
Now there is nothing Men, and even Religion 


it ſelf, hath been more abuſed in than in the ſeve- N 


ral pretences about Church Government. Tu 2 
Thing ſuits political Deſigns, and all Men are ra- 


tiurally defirous of Power. This hath occaſioned 
the ſtiff Conteſt between the Clergy of all Parties, 
and is, as I may fay, the ſpring of all otner Con- 
troverſies; and therefore tis convenient to do what 


the Apoſtle adviſes, Rom. 16. 17. To mark them 
which cauſe Diviſions and Offences among us: For the 
doing of which, | 

I muſt ſay that, I think, according to the moſt 
impartial judgment I can make (for my Deſign is 
not to make Reflections, cxcept upon thoſe Men 
that make Religion nothing bur a Trick, but to in- 


. quire into Truth) that a great number of the Mi- 
niſters of each Party are the chief Occaſion of all our 


Diviſions, Uncharitableneſs and Confuſions, about 


Religion: For, 1. They - 
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the preſent State of Religion, 13 
I. They have ſuch an influence upon their par- 
le ¶ ticular Parties, that I am ſatisfied they might eaſily 
II raconcile them, if they were not deſirous of keep- 
y iog up tbe Breaches. I have often obſerved in ſe- 
1- veral places of England, that where the Miniſters 
are moderate, and Men that only mind the ſub- 
e ſtantial parts of Religion, and were of a Charitable 
ir WM Temper, the People were ſo too, and were eaſily 
MF reconciled to other Parties. Among the Church of 
England, I have met with ſome whole Pariſhes, very 
few excepred in them, (eſpecially after the Popiſh 
Plot and the laſt Revolution) but what have been 
moderate, and lovers of the Diſſeming Party, and 
of good Men; though ſome of them have not pra · 
= ctiſed much Goodneſs themſelves: For Religion 
Z ought to be, and will be a reconciling Thing, where 
[ntereſt doth not over-ſway it; and where the Mi- 
niſters have been af a contrary Spirit, I have al- 
moſt always found a differirg Temper in the Peo- 
ple too of all Pat ties. 3 1 21 > 
= 2. 1 have obleryd the Clergy of the Church of 
England to have ſuch an Influence upon the Gentle- 
; men in the Countries, and elſewhere, that even in 
Civil Things they influence them as they will; as 
„about Elections, and other State Affairs. A plain 
| Inſtance of whic was manifeſt to the World in 
I their bringing over King Viliam: What a Turn 
did they make in all forts of people in an inſtant, 
| when their own Intereſt was concerned, even to the 
Contradiction of Paſſive Obedience, and all the 
Loyal Doctrines they had been inſtilling into the 
people for above thirty Years rogether, and that 
even upon Men that feem by their practices to have 
nothing of Religion in-them! © 
23. 1 muſt ſay that I cannot find the Diſſenterr 
much leſs influenced by their Miniſters * he 
V : b Church 


14 Same Conſiderations concerning 
Church of England is. One pretty remarkable In- 


ſtance we had of it about the Year 1692, when 
the Union between the Presbiteriaus and Indepen-. 
dents was made; for I found in the City of Londen, 
while the Union laſted, that the people were mode- 
rate and loving one towards another; but the Mi- 


niſters had not broke the Union above one Week, 
before it had ſuch an Influence upon the people, that 


lice Things might have been exaſperated ro. 


4: They have made all the Treats for Concord 


thar were managed in Germany, and other places, 
between the Lutherans and Calviniſts, and others, 


ſerve only to increaſe the bleeding Wounds of the 
Church, by turning all defigns of Love into con- | 
trivances to out-wit and over reach one another, 
and to uſurp the Power not only of their own Par- 


ty, but of the other Parties too, into their own 
hands. This was one of the firſt Things the Preſ- 
biterian Clergy attempted upon the Congregational 


Party, as ſoon as ever the Union was agreed on, 


and the firſt Occaſion of the Breach of it. See Hiſt. 


of Union, p.7. Nay, there was no Breach of Union 
known in the Church, even in the firſt Ages of it, 
about Non-eſſentials in Religion, till rhe Clergy: 


attained to a Hierarchy; as may be ſeen in Euſeb. 
Firmillius, and others. 5 


5. They have been not only the occaſion of the 
4 | ——_ | — of the Uncharitableneſs that is among 
es, but 


of the greateſt Perſecutions: For they 


Tyrannical Government in any place have uſurpd; 


wunels che Inquiſition amongſt the Papifts, _ 75 


each Party was grown to ſuch an Inveteracy one 
againſt another, rhar had not the Laws reſtrained. 
them, I know not to what height of Envy and Ma- 


. 4 ac man. ene . 


have under all Governinents that have favoured | 
them, uſurped a greater Tyranny than the moſt 


High Commiſſion d Courts that the Cler 


gy bad is 
any Legal Proceſs, and in the latter executed more 


Nor were the Presbiteriaus in Scotland leſs Hlegal or 
Cruel, where they not only executed ſeveral, but 


the pawer of Excommunicatian to be at the 


arbitrary Will of the Clergy, without any Legal 


Proceſs or Conſent of the People, or Witneſs ro 


ove any ill Thing upon the Party; and by ſuch 
communication all the Parties perſonal Eſtate 


Vas forfeited. 5 


6. If we conſider from what a ſmall Structure 
ſuch a Pile of Pontifical Greatneſs is raiſed, how 
many Volumes have been writ by the Clergy about 


the difturbers of our Peace, and the occaſions of 


our Confufions ; and all this grounded upon a pre: 


tended Uſurpation founded upon Pride, Ambition, 
Intereſt and Malice: For all the Power that is to be 
found in the Church, and is ſo contended for, let 
it be in the People or in the Miniſters, conſiſts only 
in the receiving in and caſting out of Members, and 
5 err and Exhortations, as I ſhall prove 

ea p | | | ö | 


Things they build that Power upon chat at this day 


is the greateſt bone ot Content ion in the World, 


and that 1 will fay is the chief cauſe of all our Miſ- 


© MN 


the- preſent State of Religion, 15 
England: lu both which they proceeded without 
Proteſtants than ſuffered in Queen Mary's: days. 


From whence we. may eafily ſee what - ſnall | 


bur wo give us an Opportunity of ererriſing aur 
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find the practice of the firſt Ages of the Church to 
be, if you conſult Cyprian, Firmiliu, and others, 
Now as theſe Things are contrary to Religion it 
ſelf, fo I think it the Duty of all contending Parties 
to declare to the World, that tis not Religion but 


Vain glory, Pride, Sc. that is the Root of their 
Contention; and not to make Religion to bear the 


blame. f he 3 | 3 18 
But I ſuppoſe many will ſay, that the Clergy do 


often preach up Love, Union, Forbearance, &c, _ 


I grant that many of them do: But have any of 
them in their Convocations publickly declared 


againſt perſecuting the Diſſenters? And do they 


particularly apply Love and Charity as our Saviour 
did, when he was asked by the Fews who was their 
Neighbour that they ought to love He tells them 
Luke 10. 30. of a Man that fell into the hands of 
Thieves, Sc. and that this Man was a Samaritan. 
And why doth he inſtance in a Samaritan; but be- 
cauſe the Fews had the greateſt Hatred againſt the 
Samaritans of any People. Now doth the Church 
rake rhe ſame courle ? Do they particularly tell the 


people that the Presbiterzans are Proteſtants as well 
as they, of the ſame Fundamentals in Religion, 


and perſans that they ought to love as well as them 
that are of the Church? Or do they tell them that 
they are Common wealths Men againſt Monarchy, 


Schiſmaticks > Nay, do not many of them ſay they 
are worſe than the Papiſts that would cut the Throat 
of the Proteſtants ? And if it were true that it were 


ſo, the Samaritans were worſe; for they revolted 


wholly from the Jewiſh Religion and Government | 
too? And it may be the Presbiterian Loyalty now 


to a Proteſtant Prince is as bad an eye-ſfore to many 
Men as their Common-wealkh Principles were be- 


bre. Nay, tis to be queſtioned if the Predbiterint 


Loyalty 
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the preſent State of Religion. 117 
Loyalty is not the occaſion of making many fo our 


of love with the preſent Government as they are? 
Though a Government of the Churches ſetting up, 


| for my part I muſt ſay, that I do not doubt bur 


that they would diſlike even the Church it ſelf - 


| ſhould the Presbiterians come into it. 


Bur if all Parties cannot agree in all points, I 


= would fain propoſe one Thing for each Pariy to try 
their Tempers and Spirits by, which I think will be 


much for the Intereſt of Religion were it ogferved ; - 
and that is this: Suppoſe a Man a Hearer at the 
Church of England, and this Man to be a very De- 


-bauch'd, Irreligious Man; and that this Man ihould - 


go from the Church to the Diſſenters, and there be 
converted, and become a very Sober, Religioue, 
Joſt Man, will the Miniſters and Members of the 


Church of England rejoice at the Converſion of this 


Man, and be glad that a Soul is converted, though - 


not in their Church; and that there is one Man 
| more to glorifie and praiſe God? And ſo, if the - 


ſame ſhould happen to a Piſſenting Meeting, would 
they rejoice at ſuch a change p If not, I think tis a 
plain caſe that they value their Churches Party be- 
tore the Honour of God, the Salvation of Souls. 
and Intereſt of Religion; and if they will not re- 


joice at it, the Angels will. 5 


I am afraid that under this Head a great many 
of the Church of England will be found promoters 
rather of their on Intereſt, than the Intereſt of 
Religion and the Salvation of Souls, in the great 

elt; - 
which wasa Thing deſigned for a good End, and ; 


would be fo now were a right ule made of it; 


which would be to ſuffer none to receive the Sacra- - 


| ment, bur thoſe that are fit ro receive it, according 
to the Inſtirution of * Scripture; che Church of 


England, - 


18 Soꝛt Conſiderations conterning 

England, and the Homilics. This would bring only 
Sober, Religious Men into Office, which would be 
a very great Advantage borh ro Church -and Stare. 
But inſtead of that, tis kept up by the Clergy ouly | 


b ſerve their own Defigns to keep our the Diſſen- 


ters, (for tis plain the other Teſt would as well 
keep our the Papiſt as the Sacramental} and rather 
than let them in, they will hazard the Damnation 
of thouſands of Souls, contrary to the expreſs words 
of the Apoſtles and their own Inſtitutions. If this 
be to act according to the Rules of Chriftianny, þ 
which orders to do to all Men as we would be dane 
to, I muſt declare my Ignorance of Religion, and 
of every Thing that is Juſt and Sacred, 
Much of the {ame piece is that Hear and Zeal 
that was in the Clergy in perſecuting the Diſſenters; 
and yer what Charity muft they ſhew in making 
Collections, Ge. for the French Proteſtants ;(which 
Vas a very good Act in its felf,) but it looks, if we 
Tightly confider Things, as if an Engliſp Calvinift 
u ere an Enemy to the Proteſtant Religion, and a 
Trench Calviniſt a Friend to it; or rather, chat rhe 
one is an Infdel and the other a Chriſtian. i 
And what is yet to me more ſtrange is, chat in a 
Christian Church that profeſſes the moſt pure Reli- 
gion, and after the pureſt way of any Church in the 
World ': that chere ſhould be in the State as good 
Laus as can be made againſt Debauchery and Wick- 
edneſs, and neither the Clergy nor any elſe ſhould | 
put thoſe Laws in execution: Nay, I can by many | 
___ prove, were it convenient to name parti | 
cular Names, that many of the Clergy are the gen- 


_ ... Jous Men to get them into places that may be far- 


theſt from promoting any thing of a Reformation. 
- Now What a Reformation from the Charch of Nu 
Hgaifies, without a Reformation of Manners, I can- 
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the prefent State of Religion. 19 
nut tell ; nor yet can I underſtand the Decency and 
Order of the Church, that conſiſts only in compel- 


ling of Men to be of the Church, and not in reform- 
ing either irs Members or its Miniſters : Ir being 


plain that the Church, in a few Years time, hath 


ſent out more lewd debauch d Miniſters than all the 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories extant can inform us of in all 


the Reform d Churches in the World, ſince the Apo- 


ſtles times. I 


The Reaſon of which is not becauſe gur Clergy-+ 
are without Zeal : For no Men were or can be more 
diligent than they have been, to turn the Laws made 
againſt our common Enemies againſt the moſt zea - 
lous Party in the Nation for a Reformation, and for 
the oppoſing of Popery; I mean the Diſſentigg 
Party: Which I think they have plainly made ap- 
pear by their former oppoſition to Popiih Princes, 
and their Zeal at preſent for a Proteſtant one, to che 
plain Confutation of the Repraaches caſt pon them 
of being of Rebellious Factious Principles. 

Bur thaugh tis in vain to propoſe the purity of 
Religion, ar to declare ahe Ends add Deſigns of it 
to maſt, ſo lang as Pride, Covetonſneſs and. worldly . 
Inrereſt lye in the „ U as ſome are defirougot - 
knowing che Truth, Io I ſhall gaquire into the ſeve- 


IT 


ral pretences that che feveral Parties ground Their - - 


Hierarchy upon, and from whence 41s that they 
pretend ſuch a Power derived to the Clergy as each 
Party contend for, Which 1 xeaſen the ſource of all 
our Uncharitableneſs and Miſchiefs. Of Which 1 


ſhall only give brief Hints, leaſt I run into an end: 


leſs Controverſie. ni. 
1. Some pretend their Power from an unimer- 


it by a Divine Right derived to them. from: Chriſt : 


Bu 1 wiſkhey:coald mag it appear ths Wee 
N | n 
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an uninterrupted Succeſſion, or prove an unalters- 
ble Law about ir. If they undertake it they muſt 
make out rwo Things. 1, That it hath always been 
ſo: And 2. That it ought to have been ſo. That 
it hath not been ſo, is plain to any one that con- 
ſults Hiſtory; and even among the Popes themſelves, 
many of them have made void and nulled the Acts 
of the former Popes and Biſhops, and ſeveral of | 


_ them. inſtead of being, as they pretend, Succeſſors 


of the Apoſtles, were Infamous, and rather Fol- 
lowers of the Devil than Succeſſors of Chriſt or his 


Apoſtles : Which muſt break the Succeſſion, or their 


Followers muſt derive their Power from ſuch Men, 


How rhe Primative Ordination was, is not known: 
(See Chillingworth on this Subject.) Bur if it be 2 
Succeſſion, it muſt be from Popery. If fo, why 


are the Roman Catholicks reckoned Idolaters, if | 


they are able to found the Pillars of our Church? 


For how can a State be Antichriſtian and Chriſtian 


too? Bur Hoſea 4.6. tis ſaid, that they ſhall not be 
God's Prieſt that forget the Law of God ; much lels 


_ thoſe that wilfully and deceivingly break ir, and 
that occaſion the greateſt Miſchiefs that can befal 


Religion. So Iſa. 44. 12. God rells them, that be- | 


4 

. Cauſe they bad miniſter d before Idols, they ſhould not 
come near him to do the Prieſts Office. And there- 
fore how Proteſtants can pretend te ſuch a piece of 
Folly, is nothing bur what Deſign and Intereſt could 
form Pretences about. But if our Clergy are the 


Saucceſſors of the Apoſtles, let them prove it, by do- 


ing the Works hey did : If not their Miraculous 


Wotks, yet their 


orks of Charity, Love, deſpiſing 


the World, and promoting 8 of Hol 


neſs: Or elſe we have a ſure 


a 


we 


ord to judge by, 
that they are none of Chriſt's ; and if they are not 
tis Followers, I will not believe them to be his Suc- 
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the preſent State of Religion, 21 


4- 2. Another place they — mighty Things 
ſt from for ſupport of their Hierarchy, is in Rev. 2. 
en where mention is made of the Angel of the Church 
at of Epheſus, and other places. From this they would 
n- derive a mighty Title, and a Power of ordering 
es, the Church. Bur ſuppoſe that by the Angel is meant 
ts the Miniſter, (which I ſee no Reaſon to believe) tis 
of MW hard to determine whether he were a Biſhop, Preſ- 
rs biter, or Ruling Elder; and it muſt be ſuppoſed that 
l- in them Churches there was more Miniſters than 
118 one ; for every one then ſpake as they were inſpir d 
eir by the Holy Ghoſt: They had not particular Mi- 
n. niſters to take Care of particular Churches, as tis 
* now. And we find in Ad, 14 23. that where 


Paul and Barnabas appointed Elders in the Church, 
tis not ſaid an Elder, but Elders, Titus did the 
ſame, Titus 1. 5. James 5. 14 Every where is 
mention of * of ſeveral, not of one; and 
if ſo, the word Angel muſt refer not to one Man, 
but to all the Officers in the Church, er rather the 
whole Church: For the ſeven Meſſages could never 
be ſent to ſeven particular Men, as is plain from 
the 5. ver. at the 2, Chap. where Chriſt having men- 
tioned the particular Sins of the Church, ſays, that 
he will remove her Candleſtick, out of her piace: Which 
by the foregoing Chapter at the laſt verſe, plainly 

| ſignifies the whole Body of the Church; and the 
Puniſhments threatened are ſuch as muſt fall upon 
the whole Body of the Church. CT 
= A third Argument that they bring for their Uſur- 
' pation is from Matth. 28. 20. where Chriſt tells 
them, he will be with the Diſciples to the end of the 
Moerid. Now there is an impoſſibility that - Chriſt 
could be with the Apoſtles in this World, becauſe 
they lived here bur a ſhort time after him; and 
therefore it muſt refer to the 19. . he 
e | orders 
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22 SomeConfiderdtions concerning 


orders them to preach the Goſpel; his Word being 


For had it refer d to the Miniſters, he 1 — 


mentioned the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, which 


he doth not do: So vain are Men ia their N 


where Intereſt leads them. And thaugh at the 1 
ver. he ſays, that all Power is given to him; yet he 
dorh not ſay, that he gives it co them, or ten 


of it. He mentions this Power only to let 
know, he had Authority from God the Father to 
ſend them to preach in his Name. 


4. Another great Paint that they lay che Foun- 
dation of their Hierarchy upon is Marcb. 16 19. 
concerning the Power of the Keys, Now all Pro- 
teſtants agree, that What is ſaid at the 28. ver. re- 


Antes to the Doctrine of the Church; and under 


ſtand by the Rock to be meant Faith, which the 
Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt. And why | 


muſt the 19. wer. in which is mention of the Keys, 


be underſtood concerning the Miniſterial Power ? 
May not that as well be taken in a Spiritual Senſe, 
and refer to what ãt more plainly ſignifes, which is 
the Word and the Sacramantes; which was co be 
accompanied with ſuch a Power. of che Spirit, as 
thould unleck Heaven to chaſe chat believe it, aud 
exalude thoſe that reject it ꝰ But ſuppoſe ahe Mini- 
ters have the Power of Excommunacation, (which 
I hall prove hereafter that they have not) what doth 
it fignifie to that Power that they have and wauld 
auſurp, and to the Eſtabliſhment of abar Hierarchy 
that they rend and tear the uninerſal Church of 


| Chriſt with ? Are mot many Souls converted, and 
become Members of the Chureb of Cbriſt, without 


being under their Power and Government? If o, 
errtence af his Power he, 


Be ſides, 
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was no need of the Apoſtles Command, if they 
had not had a Power. Bur tis a ſtrange way of 
arguing to infer, that beeauſe an ill ching is for- 
-bidden chat therefore it muſt give chem à right to 


do 


' Beſides, if Chriſt did give the Keys to Peter, it 
was in his Life · time, hen there was no Magiſtrate, 
nor Elder, nor Church, (except he alone made a 
Church, or repreſented one) to give it to; and 
therefore Chritt's giving of the Keys then, was no 
Reaſon that they ould be conti ro him, ſince 


there is no mention made of irs being :cuntinued to 


Peter's Succeſſors, or to auy other but Peter: And 
as Peter was the firſt that made a publick Declara- 
tion of the Faith, ſo what was faid to Peter was 
upon the account of the profeſſion of the Faith he 
made, and ſo muſt refer to that Faith that the 
Church was grounded and eſtabliſhed upon; and fo 
it might be ſaid to him as the only viſible Member 
of the Church, or publick profeſſour of the Faith, 
and not as a Ruler or Governour, but as a Member 


of the Church. 


5. Matth. 18. 17. is brought in as the chief place 
that they ground their Church Diſcipline upon, and 
mighty Things are raiſed upon them words, J ell it 

Now ſuppoſe Ghriſt had ſaid, Tell it 
your Neighbour, as he orders them roacquainerwe 
or three of them with it firſt, we ſhould have 
thought it a very harſn Intepreration, that if one or 
two of them were Mitaiters, it ſhould 'therefore 
have been concluded that one or both of theſe muſt 
be our Ruler and Governour, and that the direct- 
ing us to « Body of Men to make our Complaint 
to, ſhould thereby give one or wWO of them a Do- 


6. The 1. Of Peer 5. 3. is made wit f for the 


| ſame end - From whence'they conclude, that chere 


24 Some Coxſiderations concerning 
do it. Beſides this Command might be Prophetical 
to prevent what would happen; and we ſee too 
much Reaſon to believe it ſo. Beſides it alſo ſhews 
how ſoon Pride, Ambition and Avarice, began in 
the Church. Ts e 
A 7th Argument for their Power. is drawa from 
ohn 20. 21. Which they found their Power of 
Biſhops upon. Several Volumes have been writ 
upon this Subject : The words are, As my Father 
hath ſent me, ſo T ſend you. To which I thall give 
bur a brief Anſwer, ren 
1. Chrift at the 19. ver. is ſaid to addreſs thele 
words to the Diſciples. From whence ſome con- 
clude is meant only the Twelve Apoſtles, and from 
thence plead for the Biſhops. Others ſay, the Se- 

venty were included in the word Diſciples, and ſo 
will have all the Miniſters concerned. But if you 
look te Act, 1. 14, 15. you'll find the Women as 
well as Men are call'd Diſciples; and ſo the Power 
will come to che whole Church. . 
2. You'll find that what is there ſaid can ouly 
refer to Preaching, which was what the Father ſent 
him to do, and not to judge or rule; for both them 
Things he denied to accept of when offered: For 
as his Kingdom is not of this World, ſo his Govern- 
ment, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, is not neither. Beſides, 
Chriſt was ſent to redeem Sinners, and to do many 
Things tha: was nor fit for the Apoſtles to do; there- 

| fore it could only refer to Preaching, ” 
Now as the Clergy arrogate this Power to them- 
ſelves, ſo they pretend a Power to conſtitute others 
in the ſame Office. This they would derive from 
the Apoſtles Impoſition of Hands: For the main- 
tainance of which there is required two things to 
ſupport ir. 1. To prove it a poſitive unalterable 
Iaſtitution. 2. Some particular Marks n. 


4 


. 


the Parties by, that are the impoſers of it. In this 
al Cuſtom is to be conſider d. I. arg 1 
o 1. Thar laying on of Hands was not to inſtitute 3 
x BE an Office, but to convey the extraordinary Gifts of [8 
in the Holy Ghoſt. It was uſed by Moſes to h-, Mb 
. BY when appointed a General; and ſerves to no Eccle- 1 
m faſtical Purpoſe, except it be done by thoſe that 
of can infuſe the Holy Ghoſt by the Impeſition. 1 
it 2. Tis order'd Numb. 9. 9. that Maſes ſhould = 
bring the Levites before the Tabernacle of the Con- 


gregation, and gather the whole Church of the | 
Children of Jyrael together, and that he ſhould bring 


le the Levites before the Lord, and the Children of 
N- Iſrael (that is ſome of them) ſhould lay Hands on 
m the Levites : So it was not Levites laid Hands on 
e- Levites to bring them into Office, but the People. 
o So in the New Teſtament the Apoſtles Hands were 
u laid on ſeveral to heal them, and to infuſe the Holy 
is Ghoſt, Matthi. 9. 18. Mark 3. 29. Acts 9 24. 50 
Ty Ananias laid his Hands on Paul, not to ordain him 
5 a Miniſter; nor did Barnabas alledge the Impoli- 
7 tion of the Hands of Ananias to admit him amongſt 
Ir the Apollles, Act 9 27. bur that he had ſeen a Vi- 
n ſion, and that he preached the Goſpel. Why do 
r not our Miniſters no lay their Hands on the Sick 2; 
* [ believe they will find as much Power to heal as 
s, do inſtitute, and be as able to convey. the Hol 
y Ghoſt, as to prove the continvance of it: Nay; - 
why ſhould nor Extream Unction be uſed as well? 


Matth. 10. 16. Chriſt laid his Hands on Children, 
1 but did not make them Biſhops, or Elders; nor 

s did he lay Hands on the Diſciples when he appointe 
n ed them. Paul, Tim, 4. 13- orders him to give 

;- | Xaftendance to Reading, to Exhortation; Se. and 
0 not to neglect the Gift 2 Office) which was 


given 
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given him by the laying on of Hands, &c. Laying 
on of Hands. to cure the Sick, and to convey a 
Miraculous Power. of the Holy Ghoſt, was in the 
Primative Pimes à confirmation of Chriſtianity, 
As. 14. 281 & 1. 22. there is nov one ward men- 
tioned of the laying on of Hands. I can neither 
ſee any Law nor Theron for the continuation of 
id; nor yet who ſhould be the continuers of it. 
They that practice a Fhing becauſe another hath. 
cne it, and cannot make ir xſeful ro the ſame End, 
(n indeed to any End) except it be doing of Miſ· 
chief, and getting a Po er over Men to deſtroy the 
Fdundarion of + Chriſtian Love and Charity, had 
better let it alone. Surely. God doth nothing in 
- vain ;; nor-oughr Impoſing of Hands to be, when 
"is am empty Ceremony. If rhe Gift ceaſe, ſurely 
the Ceremony ſhould too. And yer: this inſignifi- 
cant Ceremony is made as fignificant a Thing as 
Ahe. Fundamentals of Religion it ſelf, even to the 
deſtruction of What the Apoſtle eſteems more than 
Miracles, r a Faith that can remove Mountains: 
___- Others there are that are willing to lay. this adde 
yet they muſt be approved by the Neighbour - Mini- : 
ſters, as they call ir; ſer apart for rhe Miniſtry; 
and without this a Miniſter muſt net be fit to teac 
er be ſit to · be · heard by. the People; in whites they 
take upom them to judge every one, and to allow - 
. only of thoſe of their 'own- Profeſſion: And? chis is 
as much valued, and as much: ſtreſs laid on it, as 
on the greateſt Poims of Religion; whick is the 
occaſion of the uncharitableneſs of the Thing. Elſe; 
I think, if tis allowed of as a Secular Thing 
(Which I cannot ſee to be any other) andl be · ap- 
pointed ty Ack ef Parkamenes that iv may be of 
ee e cannot be talen 
„521 keep” | 


5 


keep out Caron Miese, no OT OP 
dalous . — but then let "us ey confitied-to: 
Miniſters Approbation only who will only approves - 
of tfiem like themfelyes; bur to ſeleck Lay-Bldere, 


that may conſider. rhe uſefulneſʒ af phie-Petion mores - 


than the particular Intereſt of the Cleigy : For tis 


eaſie to ſee what ſort of Men the Minilters; amotig 


all ſorts of Parties, have allowed of blpecially: _ 
they have been educated for the Miniſtty. 

Others pretend a Succeſſion from the Apoliles 3 
but deny that one Biſhop” or Presbuer may bear 
Rule over another. This makes a mighty — — 
between the Church of England and the Fs covet — 

Thus the Hierarchy, that is meerly of Humane 


Invention, and was brought into the Church fer 


Unity ſake; is made the cauſe of the . moſt bloody - 
Wars, and greateſt Schiſms thar evet were in ite | 
World, and an occafion of intolerable-Pride, Am- 
bition, Emulation and Contention while not one. - 
hundred part of the People underſtand the Cons--- 
troverſie they are ſo hotly contend ing for; hut oniyx 
have a Zeal. for their Party that they are ingage 
wich : For every Party, as they are more potent or 
numerous than the other, take it to be their Privi- 
ledge, or rather Right, to call all the reſt that ark 
not of. their mind Factious or Schiſmatical, ard 
under that name and pretence to perſecute ur ruine 
them. But I can ſee: no Reaſon why one Parry · 
ſhould: be called. more: a [Sect than another, only « . 
begauſe tis leſs in number, or les favoured, in the 
World chan the other. iy 
Now had this: acquired PFawer of the Clergy, 
though a Uſurpation, been made uſe df for: the 
Good- of the: adore Church of Chriſt, and the- 
true. lnrereſrof Religion, and for a-thorow Refor- 
2 matior; 


an 


28 Some Conſiderations concerning 
mation, and the improvement of the Goſpel, it 
might have pleaded a great deal for its Uſefulneſs 
and Neceſſit: But ſince tis not only an Impoſi- 
tion, but the main Engine made uſe of to ingage 
Parties ro breed Confufions and Perſecutions, 1 can- 
.nor bur chin ir bigh rime to lay ir dee 
Now as | have ſhewed to you what tis that the 
- Glergy build rheir great Babel upon, and the inſig· 
enificancy of their Foundation, fo I ſhall in the next 
place prove two Things. 
. That almoſt every Thing, relating either ts 
Diſcipline or Order, is alter d; and if one Thing 
may be alter d, all may. And, 


2. I ſhall prove that the Government of the 
Church dorh not belong to the Miniſters. * 
4. Every Thing relating to Church Order and 
Diſcipline is altered. For firſt, in the Primatiye 
Times the firſt Churches were only Apoſtolical and 
Congregational, and were made up, as Fer. 3. of 
one of a City, and two of a Family ; fo as 'rwas 
impoſſible for them ro cohabir together, and fo 
eould only compole particular Churches; theſe are 
changed into National and Parochial- The Prima- 
tive Churches have undergcne ſeveral Mutations. 
+ The Dioceſan and National Church Forms were 
the firſt that invaded the Primarive Inſtitution : and 
though many have caſt off the Pope, that bath out- 
run and over-{trained his Power, making Religion 
| & meer piece of Policy, and to contain almoſt no- 
thing elle in it, which hath juſtly occaſioned the 
Reſormers to ſeparate from it, ye upon an impar- 
tial View, I doubt the ſame Principles will be found 
to be aimed at and to be increafing in the Church, 
even among thoſe that are ſeparatkd- from other 
Churches upon that very account. » — 
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the preſent State of Religion. 29 
latereſt are very apt to Byas our Underſtanding © 
but tis ſtrang — how rhoſe that pretend to he 
guided by -ripture Rules, ſhould - be gol ed + 
upon by uſurping-Spirits- 
1. Church Government ir ſelf i is e For 
1. Cir. 1. 2. Cc. Paul appointed Church Members 8 
to determine Gontroverſies; theſe Things are no 
appointed to be heard by the Civil Magiſtrate. But 
ſome will ſay that theſe are Civil Things, and that 
it was three hundred Years after Chriſt s time till 
nes time; before any Diſtinction was made 
—.— Civil and Eceleſiaſtical Things; and ſo- 
Things could not be heard other ways, becauſe there 
was only Heathen Magiſtrates. This I grant; bur 
till it was of Apoſtolick Inſtitution, as well as Ex- 
communication abour Fornicatien, Inceſt, SSW. 
3. If the Alms of the Church was in the Apo- 
files Hands, As 3. 1. it was altered by the Apo- 
ſtles, and puc into the ſeven Deacons Hands. This 


was a part of Church Government and Diſcipline 


too; and as there was ſeven Deacons or Overſeers 
of the Poor then. yon have now but N⁰ο οfν three. 
in a Church. The Holy Kiſs mentioned Rom. 18. 
16. is not now uſed; : he times for Collections ſor . 
the Poor, and a great many other Things. 

4- The Biſhops had: not- then fo large an Extent: 


zs now the Church makes them, nor that Power 


over other Biſhops or Presbiters; there being, as is 
plain to be ſeen in maſt ancient Authors; * 
Presbizers, in every ſmall Town; and ſo tbe 
Apoſtle writes Philip, 1. 1. To all the Saints that are. 
in Chriſt Feſus at Philippi, with che Biſbops und Dea 
cons... This increaſe the Biſhops Juriidiction laid 
the Foundation of the Pa Fei —_— and cauſed 
ils that 'have van 
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30 Some Coy fiderations concerning 


the greateſt part of the World; and the Hor Pi 
wave been the conſtant Conſequences of f Church 
Power ivall-Ages. 
3. The whole Conſtitutzen of Biſhops, accbid 
ing to the Church of England, hath been altered: 
For there were two Arch-Biſhops, one of Canter. 
bury and another of VK ; the Biſnops took the 
-Oaths of Obedience to the Arch-Biſhops, they did 
— — the 72 of 1 to D 
hough ſome of the Biſhops owned t aq't 
Power jointiy with the Presbixers, ſome 1. 
Co likewiſe concerning their Titles; Di ede their 
plzees in the Houſe of Lords, Se. the Presbirers 
had cheir Clerks in Convocation, which the Biſhops 
denied them the nomination of: So concerning 
Deans and Chapters. And as they have alt 
_ theſe Things, fo'rhey have their firſt . Conftirytion ; 
for they have conftahrly: been inerealing thejx 
Power, and making ww additions to it, which 
they have always been interceeding both King and 
Parliament for ; which makes it a Humane Th 
dvd that ſome of them do own. They that aſcribe 
a Power to any one to complear them = 2 1 
miniſtrarion; 6 acknowkdge ODA ine 10 
Eto 


. 


be in that "Power at they 
Power fro. This the Chand wes 455 "rn — 
8 defired to fo the fame in 
6 * goo ter et we ſee n e 
that 66th not pretend to a bythe 
Right + 1 therefore t What a 0 * 
Nuby have "arrived to, conld they have 1 
bliſked & by Law, and have been able by uch a 
Power and WER: 50 impr as t 
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_ Gifts io qualifie chem for it; for . 


: fine os urns, the Apoliles 


— they did — chem, but God confirm . 
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: zimed ut aboẽů the Year 1646's ant the firſt Con- 


ſtitution of che Cbirtb of Srorland ſhews what 4 
perſevuting uncharitavte Temper -Presbitery would 


| tan Men into. And though it may be anſwered, 


that the Currb ef Scotland is more moderate now ©: 
1 fear 'ris more owing to. the Awe the Church of © 


6. *Tis: 3 with the — Dp "A | 


ia the Primative Times, as to the Miniſters hems 


ſeives: For now che Miniſters have aſſumed the 
only Power to exerciſe and diſpenſe the Word, 


whereas in the Primarive Limes the People did: ic 


oo. 1 Per. 4. 10.25 E, Mam (that is, as any 
Man) hath veceiven the Gift, even fo miniſter the uns 


to ine anather. Io juſtiſe this practice, fee Marrb. 


3. 16. Heb, 10. 25, & 5. 12. For ebe time ye- 


to have been Teachers of others : Speaking nor of rhe | 


Miaiſters 8 but of the Church of the 
on Thefſ. 5. 11. N 13. 14. Jude 20. 
N. 5 00 it will appear chat Teaching was 
—— A now tis wade: Nor 18 
there iy Rezaſon to object that theſe Inſtances were 
exthiordinary', and that they | had extraordinary 


in it "Tis: oertain 


. Wark ar Mer ef 
ſtay d at 
Jemand, N. 8. but thoſe of the Church that 
youths the Goſpel. Now we do 

| ent wen wut To 
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32 Some Conſiderations concerning 
their Miniſtry by the Converts they made; and 
even they that were ſo far from being confirmed 
by the Apoſtles, that they only preached Chriſt out 
of Envy. the Apoſtle Paul was fo far from forbid. 
ing of them, that he rejoiced at their preaching ; 
Phil. 1. 15. Nay, even in the corrupred Times 
of the Church, when the Foundation of the Roman 
and other Hierarchy was laid, Origen going from 
Alexandria to Paleſtine, by the deſire of the Elders 
of that Country, he publickly preached in the 
Church, although he was not in Holy Orders; at 
which Action when Demetrius Biſhop of Alexandria 
was offended, Alexander Biſhop of Feruſalem, and 
Theo&iftus Biſhop of Ceſaria, writ to him in defence 
thereof, as followeth 5 Fhereas you write in your 
| Letter, that it was never ſeen or done that Lay men 
' Jhould Preach in the Preſence of the Clergy, thertin 
vou wander from the Truth ; for whereſcever any are 
fannd that are fit to profit the Brethren, the holy Clergy | 
of. their own accord ask them to preach unto the Peo- 
pe; and gives many Inſtances of ſeveral that did 
ſo And Tertullian ſays, that in the time of the 
Gael all Chriſtians were Prieſts to God ; which he 
gives as a Reaſon for the uſing of Extream Un+ 
tion to all after Bapriſm, in imitation of Moſes 
aad Aaron. But now if a Man act out of Zeal to 
Religion, and indeavour to promote Holineſs, tis 
a kind of Sacriledge ; not but Learning is a great 
help. But what the Miniſters pretend to now to 
be a Qualification, was not ſo in the Apoſtles times; 
then twas only the Gifts of the Spirit, and not 
Learning. But if the Apoſtles. had an Authorit7 
that was guided by an infallible Spirit, I cannot 
fee why a Man, though ſer apart for a Miniſter, 
fhould have the ſame Authoriry ; when tis pow 
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| from his practice he is acted by the Spirit of the 
Devil: Which I cannot bur fear Men are thar hare 
and perſecute their Brethre. | 
2. As the Apoſtles were influenced by the Seien 
of God, w inſtructed them in bis Mind and 
Will, and gave them Underitanding in all Lan- 
gua ges to reveal it to all Nations, we think to ſup- 
ply this with Humane Learning: But tis a different 
way and method tu what they uſed ; they did not 
preach from Texts of - Scripture, as our Miniſters 
do, but declared the Mind of the Spal, Now if 
they differ in the main Fundamentals of their Of- 
fice, and ſupply ſo great a Defect with Humane 
— how much — Niebel - 1. 
umane ＋5 to prevent the efs that 1 
occafion, by their Pride and Avarice, to Religion; 
and to take thar our of their hands which they 
= not the Gifts of the Spirit, but Humane 
rning. to intitle them to ? Eſpecially fuch whaſe 
any Ing: 75 their Hatred — 


i pirit | 
ever deſi to accompany uch Men to \ the end 
of the World. 
J. All the Maintainance chat I can-figd; that _ 
allowed the Miniſters in Scripture, was by Colle- 
Qion : This is changed into an mende, 8 
— our Clergy have made a very ſaving. Bar- 
5 for they have Soden near a Tenth part of 
ation to maintain about Six or Seven Thou- 
and of them, (which is more by half than is need · 
ed) whereas the Tithe in the Jewiſh State was to 
maintain above Iwo Hundred Thouſand Levites. 
6. Lay ruling - Elders diſtiuct from the Presbitery 
is | not made uſe of by _ WN em W were 
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34 Same Chr pine concerning 


boch is. plain from- 1 Tem. 5. 49, where Nis at 
Let * Elders that rule well be comted worthy of 
aue honor ; (ofpocially e baſe abat labour in Word aud 
Doctrine. Which ſhews plainly-rwo Things. 2. That | 
there were Ruling Elders which did not labour in 
Word and Doctrine, that were Rulers in the Church; 
which cannot be meant of the Mioifters, * 
we mult ſuppoſe that they did labour in both. 2. k 
ſhews thar there were Biders that did labour in the 
Word, elſe the Apoltles had tor needed ia an eſpe · 
eial manner ro have mentioned them as ſuch, di. 
ſtinct from them chat did not labour in the Word: 
But both theſe might be Lay«men-400 ; for that 
ſuch did labour in Word and Doctrine is plain mon 
wulbat i have ſaid before; > : 

-- Lay-Elders are made mention of - as Governous 
among the Jews, Lev. 4. 15. Numb. 11. 25. 
. 31. Faidg. 2. 7. Co. So Nm 12. f. alt Church 
Member: are 3 to diſcharge 1 


the af un Preacher und Teacher,” 1 Coe, 70. 5 
= dow, of Offices are m N 
Sifts and Gevernvure : —— Teache 
——— — ue, they will 
Sattin the geh and tat , "and { loſe Ui 
of. wer Range 1 mk u bett ro bel. 
-ApoRied Advice,” O. U. 4. d chen 
be Nuſt enceinte m rue Oharch kütt n rake Ge- 


2 me 
Prrbene, t che | 
— Which thar I bad is 7 2 Fro 

Scriprure, 


Saen 


in his Book againkt, Belarmine. ſays, eber they bad un 
the Primative Tio Ruling Elders, the 
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re, et there's 
had the Spirit of Pr 
there were appeared. 
which he mentions. bt 
Epiſcopi nor Presbuteri. Thar theſe y were nor 3 or 
Niall * but . Ai e 5 the People, is 
plain; e Church where 
was . one en, or 


bebe 


. attended 
on matters of Governmeut.. And as for their Argu- 
ments, that the Elders and Miniſters are all one, I 
ſve no Reaſon, becauſe of the Elders feeding of the 
Flock; for the Church or Lairy e meh — 
Sick, 'exhort 2 another in Love, 
Teachers are every where — 
inct from Elders : However there is no where 
ture any Precept for the continuance oi ſuch 
i Ok not any mention made any where what 
| Office. is to be, no more than f 
' Biſhop 5. nor is it aid y chin 
e N their hands. 
me to the Second: Thing propound- 
4 4 2 mus % . dn 
dor 0 ers f 
1. Cheift himtelf oofuled-any. thing. of Gewebe- 
went, both when they — —u— 
E 1 rs Links mg e 


£ | Affgies ; | 
any diſtinction. between . — 
his Denial ie general. Boſkdes, iin che Rpettles 
were contending, who cſhauild be greateſt, Lu . 
x. (ſeit hen 9h. Meth. mt Xt 25. M hunber 1 


Which 


Au 


36 Some Con fideretions concerning 


Which he concludes himſelf to be he that ſitteth at 
Meat; and that he himſelf was of the number of 
- thoſe" that ſerved, and not of thoſe that expected 
Rule or Authority either in Church or State: For 
ſo he intimates at ver. 29. that both his and his Diſ- 
ceiples Kingdom were to come; and that there only. 
idey were to expect Greatneſs and ee 
© "Greatneſs in chis World is a thing wholly oppoſite 
to Religion, which is built wholly upon Self reſi ip 
nation, and a deſpiſaſof all Things here below. 
A Church Office ſigniſies a Service, and not State 
and Dignity, or Earthly Grandure.; and though a 
Man may be of an bumble Mind, and a Chriſtian 
forbearing Tem 5 a hater of Covetouſneſs, Oc. 
= none of theſe Vertues can ive him Dominion, 
becauſe the bent and defign of Chriſtianity is againft.. 
Uſurpatiĩon and Worldly Greatneſs, as is plain in- 
Cbriſt's own Eife and Practice. An Officer is but 
an ordained appointed Perſon to do Service. for 
them that appoint him; the Conſtituted cannot 
be greater than the Conſtitutor, e Mie . 
2 _ and deſign is Buſineſs and Service, and 


"I 2. The Apoſilcs themſelves, W EEPY 
place Luke -12. being in. Contention who ſhould be 
2 Chriſt telly them that Government belongs - 


to Kings and Princes; and-at ver. 26. poſitively tells 
them that it ſhall nos be ſo with them 3 for he that i 
ar would be grearęſt ſbmuſd be leaft, ang eſteem d 


. So March, 20. & 24. Chriit there · minds them 
whom Au belongs to; but among them, he 
tells them, there ſhould: be no ſuch thing. neither in 


thority nor Priority; for in Chriſt, and ſo in the 


Church, we are to be one and Brethren. And as 
tor ng e Authority Aris ſpeaks 85 i * 


refer. 


rifer to Eccleſiaſtical, "becauſe the Apoſt 
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the preſent State of Religion.” 37 
| les were 
Fiſhermen, and cuuld expect no Worldly Autho- 
riry, becauſe Chriſt every where cautions them a- 
ainſt ſuch Expectations, - Befides, the Ocxaſion of 
briſt's' Words were upon their exerciſing of Cen · 


ſures, and Authority, and indeavouring After a Pri- 


oriry over one another, and their own Preferment, 
and not about Worldly State or Greatneſs. And if 
the Apoſtles were not to aſſume Government, 1 
cannot underſtand how inferiour Miniſters ſhould. 
True Chriſtianity ought ro make Men ftrive who 


' ſhould be leaſt and humbleſt, and not who ſhould . 


* 
* 


be greateſt; and therefore Chriſt March. 23. 11. 
tells them, that they that would be greateſt among. 
them ſhould be their Servants. Government is a ſo- 
reign thing to the Church  * 
3. Matth. 18, 17. tis not ſaid tell ic the Miniſter 
or Paſtor, nor yet the Apoſtles or Presbiters, but 
the Church; that is, the Body of the Church. But 
of this in another place.  _ 3 


C.-Y z x 


4. Ar 1 Cor. 4. 4. the Corinthians were making 


* 


of Parties, and exalting of Paul and Apollo, &c. Y 
but Paul tells them that neither he nor Apollos, nar 


 Cephas, were any thing, (though an Apoſtle) that 


they were the Churches ; that 1s, their. Servants, 


5 % 


Brethren, c. For they, that is the Church, was 


£ 
o 


Chriſt ; and that the exalting of their Miniſters, 


and fetting up Parties making Diviſion, was as the 


Apoſtle ſays, 4 carnal thing. . 5 
3. All N gy A i 
raying, Studying, Se. ought to be laid upon 
has. Te he Apoltles did, 487 6. 24. &c. they _ 

refuſed medling with Church Government, be- 
cauſe they would, as the 4th Verſe informs yon, 
give themſel yes conſtantly to Prayer, and che 1 | 
ee » | niſtry 
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33. Some | Confieration 8 
niftry of the Word: And if C iſt and his A poſtles 5 
diſckim Government and Authority, I know not fl 
whom the Clergy wilt derive thei eis froth, Ad 
therefore the preferting Things thar at beſt ace. du- 
| r and che fratning: exts of Scrips ure as they” 
da, in on to rhe” 'plain' reveal ommands 
of Lode and Charity, can be 0 one of a feng. 
to ſerve rheir private 85 55 and Ambition. K 
| dan Brides of which we ave in he tor Con: 
99 tlrat there is for Ceremonies and Autho- MW -« 
riry, while hardly any Zeat 14 | for the Refor- 
matiom of Mens Lives, 26a the. Propogation of the. 
__ "and much ſels Teil is there e uni 
ty among Pioteſtants. But Eccleſiaſti- 

cat Aube with alf its Tntriegues andt Deb Igns, . 
can never keep'up or uphold the Goſpel; for tis a 
thing contrary 10 all Worldly Devices, "inſtead of 


"i advancing. 0 ir they ruine ix: For where Men 


have rheir* Eyes open they will ſee tHrough ſuch. 
Defigns; and then they come to be prejudic'd:; againſt 
Religion it ſelf. 'Tis. only rhe” Sump phciry of the 
Goſpel can maintain it; and therefore what Poli- 
cies are uſed mult proceed. from the Temporal and 
not the Spiritual Authority. And in that Senſe 1+ 
mult” ons 720 2 7 40 wy mw, Yay LS Tod 

an do we ether . becauſe the one 
ah Bron % be che other tob "ſimple to 
be ſafe. BE: then go mult be by the elves 12 a 
not mad a patr of "other ; becauſe the Simplicity of 
the Gaſpel Streams are too pure to admir of mix- 
* r Men are unwillbg; to live up to the 
Necker Life in. all Things,” that is needſul for 
opapation 3 oof and therefore tis 
— they indeavair, b Ber ices and Policies, 
ro* a0 py, vella e of Wan on Charity: 
, Will nor * Reſigion wit 
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Had the Scriprures ſaid that of Eccleſiaſtical OS 
fers that ir doth. of Civil, that they are Cech, 
and of nis appointment, and made by hin whar 
4 height would in have raiſed the Clergy too? Bur 
in the Election of Civil Magiſtrates they ci there 


is no. more to be underſtood tha God's Inſtirutimm 
of the Office; the Qualifleation of the Perſon, ane 


the Inclination-of the People to make a fit Choice; 


and yet they will pretend a great deal more from 
Act 20. 28 whom the Holy: Ghoſt” hackt made 


Overſeers. 


Now as we find the fight Title the Clergy have” 


to their Government, and experience! that tis 
Power proves ſcandalous to the Church, and 4 
Bone of Contention that oecaſions Schiſms, breaks. 


Love, cauſes. Heart- burning; and makes Religion 
ſeem nothing but a Trick and a Deluſion, Tis : 
high time to alter it, and put it into other hands, 
and by good Laws to deliver the People from i its 
Tyranny: , 
Should Infidels live among us, an] near that we! 
believe in one God: thar we pretend to a Reſigion 


grounded on Peaee, Love and Charity, rar is free 


from Pride, and tliat i ingages Merr to be Haters of 
the World; would they exer believe us, or turm to 


our Religion if they cenſider our Ptadtices > 


Bur ſeme will pretend tliat theſe Things are nor 
neceſſary- to be inquirec into, they being; fr Sal- 
vation doth not de n, not is ir an eſſentiar 
part of Chriſtianity: Bur dis what the Pope hath” 
advanced Himſelf and his Religion Hy, to tffat 
height iv- harly arriued ro; and attiters aim att 
ſame Thing. Fer the ctief Oxccafiom of tiſis gro m- 
ing Authority hath been the Peoples neglect af rigid 
—— and of their Rights. _ Vii. 
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40. Come Conſiderations concerning | 
| viledges, that hath given to the Clergy the Oppar. 
4 of the Urban they have gotten. 
Now as T' have told you the ſlight Pretences of 
the Clergy to their Authority, the Miſchiefs they 
haye done in the Church with it, and that tis a 
 Ularpation, and not what doth belong to them; 
ſo it will be neceſſary to conſider what Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Power is, and who it doth belong ro 
1d. Eccleſiaſtical Power, ſo much of it as can be 
grounded on Scriprure, (and [ think no other Power 
elſe belongs ro the Church) as I told you before, 
conſiſts only in a receiving into, and à caſting out 
of the Church, and in chooſing of Officers : What 
relares ro other Things are left indifferent, provided 
they come under the general Direction of doing 
Things according to Decency and Order; which! 
ſhall have occaſion to treat of hereafter. 
2. *'Tis evident that the Church was made by 
Chriſt's Inſtiturion, the immediate and primary ſub- 
jet of what Power belongs to it, and that the 
Apoſtles were but Parts and Members of the ſame, 
though my were more eminent and uſeful than 
others; and the Apoſtles deriving any Power from 
Chritt was, as they were Members oi the Church, 
and the Perſons-that God choſe to reveal his Mind 
to the Church by: For the Miniſters and Church 
Officers mult have their primary Power from the 
Church. Tis bur vain cavilling to pretend ſuc- 
ceſſion from Chriſt; tor all Officers oughr to be 
choſen, tryed and approved, by the Church, there 
being no Elderſhip or Presbitery in Scripture, but 
what the Church Act did either preceed or accom- 
any. 1 5 0 
- Bur here ariſeth an Objection , Whether the 


Pqwer belong; to the univerſal Church, or to par- 
. 7 ticular 
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ticular Churches? To this 1 KiGwer, That ſome 
Things belong to the Particular Charher, others 
to the- Univerſal or General Church: For the EXx-· 
planation of which it will be 40 conſider + 
what: Power belongs to each of chem. 5 
'I ſhall begin wih a Particular Church. Te 


word Church ſignifies an Aſſembly not only of Re- 


ligious Perſons, but in ſome few placed othes+. 


' Perſons too, as Pſal. 26. 5. Ads 19. 32. but moſt .. 


commonly a Rebgious Aſſembly 5 however tis ne- 
ver taken for the Miniſter, but a Body or at} Al. - 
ſembly of ſeveral Perſons. Even the Clergy them 
ſelves are · forced to acknowledge that the Power of 
the Keys dotff belong to the Church, when they 


oppoſe the Church Rome's Uſurpations, though in 


other Diſputes they will have the Power in the Bi 


ſhop or Presbiters. One or two Perſons cannot 


make a Church, nor can ſuch a number as exceeds: - 


the conveniency of meeting tõgether make a Parti- 
cular Church. A — cannot theer + - 
partake of Goſpel Orditainoes ; they! cannot hene. 
the Miniſter preach, Si. *Biſhops or Presbiters cat: 

no more make up a Church, than a General and 


his -Officers can make up an Army. Beſides the <.. 


Officers are often diſtinguiſhed from the Church. 
as AE 20, 17. and he People from-the nen % 8 


I Pet. 5. F 


Now ir was mad! Agreement and e in 
che Primative Times, that made up the Particular & 


Churches of Chriſt: ; that is, a Covenant made ene 
with another, and not with a Paſtor er manu ſt * 


be their Ruler or Governour. - 2 OS 

For JI cannot but think that the © fiene 8 2 
Churches were made up of Volunteers; that is, 
ot thoſe whom God ma * ire * calling 1 _ 


They were, as 1.faid 

of: ore. of a Cicy: <A bk . 
ic was impoſlible. either 
or iq aſſociate; withgut ! greemen 
Apoſtle, telts, you, A 1, 2 
e together with one 


e 1 l. & 30 12K 2.47, Fer 
e Times rates; Las 


wauld OL hn, 55,5. 81 Ty 
This Wvenant or A A make. a Di 
wide Inſtituion, and 8 cauſe the, People io 
4": it, if net in Opinion jet in age A 
he molt — hp 99100 that belongs 10. 
Religion even-10 the — n- — the molt po- 
Frits and .neceflary. Law we haye in the f 


wlüch is that of Charity, 10 thoſe. that. are not 
the ſame way z whereas. were 1 only eſteemed of 
as à neceſſary and. convenient; Thing io keep 5 

Order in the Church, and as as har was bee | 
by the Apoſtks who were. guided by an int fallik 
Spicics and fo were walt, tkely-y0 propoſe. the 


woſd convenient Governmen ö 

| 7 wr ery and Defign of the $0] voul 
cannot ſee to be any other Thing; there being, & 

I can find, no poſitive Law or. re | 
Etuirch: Government, it being grounded by all Pa 
ties only on the practice of che. Primative Time 


n would as well anfwer the End and Heſign * Y 
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Government, and not occaſion. that prejudice, to 
Retigion- that ie doth; by lay ing a foundation, & 
| „ . and Prejudice one 77 ane 
Chief. Jolie. Hales well ob. 
put out * Mr. ger, at 
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r or Paſtor, for negle@ig there Bay abour . 
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44 Some Con . aus concer ning 


the Inceſtuous Perſon, and required together at 
uer. 4. to deliver him to Satan; In the Name of 
tbe Lord Feſus Chriſt, when ge. ( that is the Church) 


was the act of the 
Church in Chriſt's Name : And fo in ſeveral places 


He gatbered together, &c. 
af the Revelations, Chriſt addreſſes himſelf - the 


particular Churches about their {everal. Sins for to 


remedy. them, Of rhis Opinion is Dr, Andrews and 
others: And Cyprian ſays, that from the firſt time 


he was elected Biſhop or Presbiter, he had reſolved 


' tp do nothing one the conſent of the P 
And Clements Romanus calls the Cenſures of the 
Church, the Things commanded by the Multitude. And 


0 Dioniſius Biſhop of Alexandria, in his Letter to 
|  Fabius Biſhop of Antioch, ſays, that one Serapion, 
that had fallen in the Times of Perſecution, who. 
ed before the Church to 
beg their Pardon; 15 no one did ever take any) 


bad ſeveral times appear 


| Ko of him, Euſeb. p « 246. And Cyprian com- 
plains of the unwilling 425 of his People to readmit 
ſeveral that returned ; the Schiſm of Fortunatws, 

and the great Difficulry he had to obtain their con- 
ſent, in his Letter to Cornelius Biſhop of Rome, p. 143- 
Several other places may be found to the ſame ef- 


_ fect, in the Eccleſiaſtical Writers of the firſt Ages 


.of the Church. 


2 ee againſt us we are o 


tell it the Church, Matth. 18. 18. and wharſoever 


| they bind and looſe on Earth ſhall be confirmed in 
Heaven. If Paul or Peter, or an Apoſtle, much 


| more if a Biſhop, Presbiter or Boers (2 (for all are 


Brechten in Chriſt; and one, as 1 ſaid before) and 


| if Brother offend, we are not to tell ir ro Peter 
er Paul, or 10 the Biſhop, Presbiter or Elder, or 
any aber or other Courier, | bur to ons c 
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lle preſemt State of Religion. 45 
And this 1 think muſt be a particular Church, be- 
cauſe there was none but particular Churches in the 
primative Times, as I have proved before; and 
tis moſt likely that he ſhould go to that Church that 
is neareſt to him, or that he belongs to 3 for in 
many places the Churches were at a great diſtance 
ene from another. It was not likely that upon 
particular Differences they ſhould travel to Feruſa- 
lem, or have general Meetings upon ſo flight occa- 
ſions, eſpecially where a Church was ſingle, and it 
may be might not meet with another Church to 
join with, to examine the Matter, withour travel- 
ing ſome hundreds of Miles. Now without the 
power of recieving in, and caſting out, the Church 
can neither preſerve it ſelf pure, nor caſt out im- 
Members, nor yet reform its Officers: For 
the Chureh ought not to receive in all comers and 
goers, as the Church of England doth. That is one 
ol the main Things that hath brought in ſo much 
Impurity. and Irreligion into it as is in it. The 
Apoſtle exhorts to = only thoſe that are of the 
Faith, Rom. 14. 1. and tis as neceſſary that the 
ſhould kl our Vicious Members, or elſe the 841 
will quickly grow more numerous than the Good, 
2s the Church of England makes evident. This 
Power of Reforming, if well obſerved, as ene lays, 
the Wir of Men and Angels could not have ima- 
ined a better Way, or given better Direction to 
tule that which is Juſt and Good, and to prevent 
all Parties and Factions; and yet leaves a ſufficient 
Latitude for ſeveral orderly ways to attain the 
chef / » mods / oi ty 
A Secend Thing that I think belongs to a parti 
cular Church, is the Choice of Officers. The firſt 
Apeſtle choſe, after Chriſt's Dearb, was Matthias 5 


A 


Con Marte, comt ix. 


Hurdred 40 Twenry of che Arten A 
ſer 1 hit 4. 3. Thefe were not all ene 
pee e th. That rhvy choſe dhe fp 
ver. 23. Vers and Marthits, who tis fatd ti — 

though the Lot tell on Nrart hf, whom 


ſtfes, 
After him was no other Npoſtle chofe, but Pa 
and Barnabts: The mamgement bf their Chojce is 


At, 13. 1. wfere tis ſald, that Irihe COPEL . 
troch there were cn pr ets m NAC It. 


At ber. 2. tis taid, iht the Holy Ohh fer 
them chat is the Chirch) to ſeparare P and Bir 
nba. The Calling was dech 
and their lt auübn att Ted by ths Cnc if 
Antioch, ber. 3. And Ar . 11 ny 3 
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5 —— the Seven 1 „ = — 
choſe them, 8 a e 


forè it ma wich 2 Wück Aa 
they appointed them too: However * is 
all the acts of Choſte preteded all 
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ih fo ſome abe is made — the word we and 
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's iquch of dme pelt f 
ed that the Apoſtles vn ne Z 
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. and the People muſt ſtill ſi under their Mi · 
y. which is a Thing that very much needs 4 
Reformation: For this 6711 be the conſeg * of 


Miniſters and others, 


being Judges in rHieir own - 
Cafes, that they will always fayour dne ed 


too. Many Inftances of which 1 could Live were 


it convenient. 


Re ſome will object, and ky; that Tim, Til 1. . 
manded to orda in Elders in every City. What: 


c \ Bikers: were is fable: But ſuppoſe t 
| Miniſters, he might do it not by. appointing — . 
but by gathering. the People Toge Together to do it; as. 

ar liament Men, becarſ> 
order and gather the People rogether to do 20 


Sheriffs are {aid co chooſe 


the 
FR 


If. Tires did it himfelf, he plainſy 
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conti 


the practice of the Apoliles | before him, and — 


practice of the Fathers after him 


by all the Brethren who were met 


ace for that very end. C 
Eben of a 2 do ; — 


:. For Cyprian 
that Sabinus. was elgcted Bithop. of Emenita by the 
Suffrage yt All che People, in . 5. 102. 85 

Eigſebim, lays Pabimy, ; was choſen B 
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48 Some Conſiderations concerning 
African Gmod held Ane 258. determined, Thar at 
the Ordination of Miniſters the People ſhould be 
preſent, that ſo the Crimes of the Wicked may be 
detected, and the Merit of the Good declared, a. 
Cyprian. p. 251, p.79. So Clements Romany (ays, 
The Apoſtles ordained Biſhops and Deacons by the con 
fent of the whole Church. The ſame Things may be 
found in moſt of the Fathers of the firſt Ages of 
the Church. An Inſtance of the Benefit of which 
is to be ſeen in ſeveral Pariſnes in England, that are 
not in the Biſhops Gift, but in the Election of the 
People ro chooſe their Miniſters. -- I know ſeveral of 
theſe Pariſhes, in all which there is good Preachers, 
and in moſt fober-Men ; where they are not fo 
they have turned to Debauchery fince their Electi- 


on: But the Diſſenters, and the Clergy of the Re- 


formed Churches abroad, are Evidence enough of 
the Benefit of the Peoples Election. 
And therefore as the People had a Power of choo- 
ſing and recieving Officers and others -into the - 
Church, ſo they had and ought to have nowa Power 
of caſting them out too, So Clem: Remanus fays,- 
p. 64. That the offending Deacons wore to be tryed by _ 
tbe whole Multitude, and the whole Church. And ſo 
it was in the Caſe of Martials and Baſilides, Spa- 
niſh Biſhops, who were turned out for Apoſtacy and 
Idolatry, and in their room was elected, by the- 
People, Felix and Sabinus: The two former claim'd- 
the exerciſe of their Office; upon which the People 
appealed to ſeveral of the Clergy in Africa, who 
being convened Anno 258 , Cyprian beirg their Pre. 
fident, they approved the Proceedings of the. Peo- 
| , and concluded that it was according to Divine- 
aw, Which was expreſs, That none but thoſe that 
were Holy and Blameleſs ſhould approach 2 


Was 


the preſent State of Religion, 49 

Altar; and that if they had continued to commu- 
nicate with their prophane Biſhops, they would have 
been acceſſary to their Guilt and Villany, and would 
have contradicted thoſe Examples and Commancs 
in Scripture, which _— a People to ſeparate from 
their wicked and ungodly Miniſters : That they 
had acted regularly in what they had done, fince 
as the People had the chief Power in chooſing wor- 
thy Miniſters or Biſhops, ſo alſo of refufing thoſe 


that were unworthy, Epiſt. 68. apud Cypr. p. 200, 


201. Many other Paſſages of the ſame kind are 
to be found in that Synodical Epiſtle, and allo in 


Jrenius and others. 


By which it appears very plain to me, that the 


Choice of Officers, the Power of Receiving into 


the Church, and the Power of Excommunication, 


belongs to Particular Churches, and not to the Offi- 


cers. But as I think Church Cenſures belongs to 
the Church, ſo I think the Weapons of the Ghurch 
ought only to be Spiritual; and that ir was never 


appointed for a pretence to take away Mens Lands, 


Houſes, Goods, Liberties, Life, Se but to ſeparate from 
him, and have no communion with him in matters 
of Religion or Spiritual Sociery. They are together 
in Chritt's Name to pronounce Sentence, and not 
in their own, 1 Cor. 5. 4. and though a Man is 
Excommunicated, yer upon fincere Repentance he 


is to be admitted again, and reftor'd by a Spirit of 


Meekneſs, not Rigour : Bur if his Eſtate is waſted, 


his Family ruined, he will have little ſtomach to 


return to ſuch a Church. Beſides, if his Life is 
taken away, there is as much done as can be ro” 
ruine both Body and Soul. Our Clergy in this are 


more uncharitable than the Papiſts in killing People, 
when they haye gor hs be of a good Faith, 


45 


as they think, whereas our Clergy act the Iralian 
c ; 
Now as have ſhewed what a Particular Church 
is, and what Power belongs to it, fo it will be ne. 
ceſſary to ſhew what a National and a Univerſal 
1. A National Church, as I ſaid before, is made 
up of ſeveral Particular Churches, or Aſſemblies of 
that Nation, ſuppoſing all the Congregations in it 
ro be Chriſtians : Theſe oughr to conſent and agree 
together for mutual Love, for the Safety of the 
Nation and Religion, in conjunction with the Civil 
Magiſtrate. Theſe, I ſay, ought to conſent, be- 
cauſe tis both their Duty and their Intereſt, and ſo 
there needs no Compulſion, nor yet a Unilormity, 
though there ought to be Union. e 
Por 1. as 1 ſaid before, the Power of caſting out 
and receiving in, and chooſing of Officers, belongs 
to the Particular Churches. By this Power whar- 
ever was need ful to keep the Church pure, to re- 


» 
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fine it and its Officers, is provided ſor; and in the 
Primative Times, while the Church was both poor 


and perſecuted, this Power was then ſufficient, and 
was as much as was neceſſary to keep up and main- 
| tain. the Church in her Order and Purity; (and 
therefore as this was the Foundation laid by Chriſt, . 
ſo let no other Foundation be laid, leaſt you are 
ſound to build Hay and Stubble). But this being 
premiſed, and this Foundation laid, as Peace, Pride 
and Intereſt, hath brought into the Church it ſelt 
among its own Members, and as the politick De- 
figns and Intriegues of the Churches Enemies are 
ſo increaſed and innumerared, as that it was im- 
foſſible to make particular proviſion, and give par- 
ticular Rules againſt ſuch a variety of Deſigns 2 


the preſent Stabe of Religion. 5 
the Churches Enemies have in every Age formed 
againſt her; ſo I think there are ſome particular 
Things that God hath left a liberty ro the Church 
to vary in, according to Time, Plice, Accidents, 
and the Perſons thar compoſe rhe Church, and the 
State that the Church belongs to, concerning which 
there is no particular Form preſcribed in Scripture, 
and therefore can only refer to that general Pre- 
cept concerning Decency and Order; provided that 
they do no way alter or differ from the Foygdation 
and Rules above laid down; and provided they 
tend to promote Charity and the Good of Religion? 
the general Good of Mankind and the Univerſat 
Church of Chriſt, and not to make Factions, or to 
uphold particular Parties. | 3 
For though the firſt Apoſtolical Churches were only 
Congregational, and though the primary Power 
doth belong to them, ſtill it doth not follow but 


| that theſe Congregations may, by their Repreſen- 


tatives, do ſeveral Things that tend to the univerſal 
Good and Union of other Churches; for certainly 
the Good of a Church ought to be preferred before 
the Good of a particular Member, and that of a 


| Nation before that of a particular Church: And] 


believe for each Party to ſhew Love and Friendihip' 
to one another, will be of much more Advantage 
both to Church and State, and ſecure us againſt our 
common Enemies, much better than ever Perſecu- 
tions will do. LD . Fe 
| Communion in Worſhip is one Thing, and in 
Government and Love another. Now a Union in 
Government can only be Repreſentatives. All 
the Congregations in England cannot meet together: 
And therefore though the Original Power is in the 
particular Congregations they cannot execute it, 
5 +008 neither 


their Power derived 


— 


52 Same Conſiderations concerning 
neither are they capable of the adminiſtration of 
it; and therefore tis fitteſt, not upon the account 
of Religion but Reaſon, that it ſhould be managed 
by the Churches 1 who are to own 
rom the Church, which makes 
me give them that name. This, I think, can no 
way leſſen the Churches Power; for as their Power 
15 founded upon the Church, ſo it muſt be derived 
from them that give them Power. Nor will ir 
| hinder the Churches Power, in being able to reform 
their Officers when they will; becauſe, F think, 
they ought to be choſe Annually, or at leaſt Tri- 
annually, and by Balliting Boxes. Bur J ſuppoſe 
ſome will object and ſay, Thar if them that are 
beit able to underrake this Office ſhould have it, 
then it muſt be the Miniſters. Bur I think I have, 
from Experience and Scriprure too, given Reaſon 
ſufficient why ir ſnould not be in their Hands, Be- 
fides the Conditions upon which 1 place the Re- 
preſentatives Office, is wholly inconſiſtent with 
hat they propoſe and offer; becauſe I place it in 
Lay ruling Elders, Who as they are the Peoples 
Repreſentatives, ſo they qught to be of them too. 
| 2. As I ſaid before, this ought to be done by 
Conſent. Particular Churches are grounded upon 
Conſent and Agreement, and ſo ought National: 
And as Chriſtianity ought to mend all Men, and 
make them better than other in a publick Capacity, 
as well as a private; fo tis our Duty to contribure 
whar we can to the Good of the State we belong 
to, and to the Safety of the Churches that belong to 
chat State; that ſo we affording them our aſſiſtance, 
may have mutual aſſiſtance and comfort from them. 
This I think is plainly our Intereſt as well as our 
R 7 
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But I ſuppoſe; ſome will object, that g ing the 
— wi to this Point, it will be of 
abſolute neceſſity to force them to be of one Church. 
Lanſwer, no : For, as I ſaid before, there may 


be Union where there is not and cannot be Uni- 


formity; and were ir not for the Intriegues mana - 
ged by the Clergy, to keep up their particular In- 
tereſt and Parties, (ſeveral particulars of which I 
have given an account of,) I do not doubt bur there 
would quickly be ſuch an Agreement, as might 


eſtabliſh and ſecure. both the Church and State too. 
A plain Evidence of which is in Holland ; where 


though they have the ſame Parties, and many more, 
yet they live in Love, and agree together for the 


ſuch an Effect there, being the Care that yore 
to keep under the Clergy ; for there and 
oughr to be Union in Government and Charity, 
as I told you before, where tis net in Worſhip. 


OI 
. 


Iis our Duty to: take care of the: Good of all Men, 


more par ly of the Nation and the Univerſal 
Church of Chriſt: Which leads me to the Third 


Thing propoſed, which: is to conſider what the Uni- 
verſal Church is. 


This conſiſts of all true Believers living on the 
Earth, ot which Chriſt is the Head, and none elle, 
Eph. 1; 10. & 5. 23. There never was, nor could 
be, any other Catholick Church in the Primarive 


Iimes, becauſe there was no National Churches, 


or other Conſtitution, to cauſe any. When we 
are baptized, we are baptized into the Name of 
Chriſt, and not into the Church; and we belong 
to the Univerſal Church of Chriſt before we be- 


long to any Particular Church: We are not bap- 
tied into the Church of Rome, Corinth, &c. or into 


the 


Mis 
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the Names of any of the Governours or Officers 
of theſe Churches, As ſoon as a Man is converted 
he becomes an Heir of Glory. | 
No as theſe are Matters that relate to the 
Good of the Univerſal Church, and that relate to 
the particular Good of the ſeveral Churches in a 
Nation, and to the Nation it ſelf, ſo I think it not 
convenient to aſcribe too narrow Bounds to the 
Church, eſpecially in Matters of Charity and Good 
Will towards Men; nor yet to make the Govern- 
ment ſo ſtrait as not to reach a general Reforma- 
tion of Manners, and the Comfort and Well-being 
of all thoſe that live orderly and juſtly, let their 
— Perſwaſions about indifferent Things, or 
hings 3 revealed, be what it will. For 
the doing of which, I think that general Aſſemblies, 
compoſed of each particular Party, will be the 
-moſt effectual way, and that by elected choſen 
Members, not of Officers, but ſuch as ſhall be ap- 
pointed by the People for their Honeſty, Integrity, 
and a mild charitable Temper : For as tis a Point 
of Wiſdom in any Government to reſerve the chief 
Power in the whole Community, fo tis to ſingle. 
out the wiſeſt and beſt to exerciſe it; but then it 
ought to be with ſuch a Limitation, that if the 
Truſtees abuſe that Power, they may remove and 
reform them : Or elſe you'll find the ſame Thing 
from other Church Governours, as the Church of 
Rome hath. found in the Pope, who being intruited 
with too much Power at firſt, did at length uſurp 
it as his own, without acknowledging of the 
Church that they derived it from. Therefore if 
you make any Party the Subject of this Power, 
you loſe the Power of reducing of them, whatever 
their Errors are. ST B | 
+ ut 
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But J ſupyyſe ſome will object, that they are 
not for the Pos of one Church above another, 
much leſs a Party of Officers : Bur I ſuppoſe they 
will allow that one Chriſtian ought to help and 
aſſiſt, and pray for one another; and fo I think 

ay one Church do to another, though they thould 
in fome particulars be of different Opinions: Nor 
could an Aſſembly of Church Elders act as Gover- 
nours more over one Church than another, becauſe 
they are Repreſentatives of all the Churches. 

How many Quarrels and Diſputes have we in 
this Nation about Religion, of Things that in them- 
ſelves are inſignificant ; being only managed by 
Parties to keep up their divided Intereſt, even to 
the hazard both of Religion, the Nation, and the 
| hinderance of all true Piety and Reformation, to 
that degree, as to lay us open both to the worſt of 
Enemies and Religions, as almoſt all the World 
(but a certain Party among us) eſteem the French 
and Roman Catholick Intereſt ro be 2 

And is it not time to take ſome ſpeedy courſe 
with ſuch Breaches, and to heal ſuch Diviſions 2 
Doth not Religion, the Security of the Queen, the 
Government, and of our Lives and Families, call 
for a Remedy that may remove the cauſe of our 
Differences, and unite us in one Head, though not 
in one Church e. Doth not common Prudence re- 
quire it? Can any one believe that Religion was 
ever deſigned to make Men act as Creatures void 
olf Underſtanding and Reaſon, and of all Juſtice 
and Equity 2 Or that Religion, that is grounded 
on Love and Charity, ſheuld cauſe the greateſt En- 
vying, Hatred and Strife, that is in the World, 
and impower Men by it to deſtroy their Brethren, 
ruine Religion, and themſelves and their — - 
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And therefore as I have told you wherein our Mi. 
ſery lyes, and who are the Occaſion of it, ſo 1 
might conclude with propoſing ſome particular Re. 
medies ro our preſent Evils : But -muſt be 
more Love and Charity 'found before the ſeveral 
Parties will bear it; and therefore I ſhall leave ir 


for a — rod and ſhall ar monty . 
Anſwer an Objection or two, which I ſuppoſe ſome 
will make; and that is, That if Church Govern- 
ment be ſuch an indifferent Thing, and not ground- 
ed upon any poſitive Command, what matter what 
Churcb any one is of ? „ 
Anſw. Tis our Duty to ſtand up for the Truth: 
We are to oppoſe all Unrighteouſneſs whatſoever, 
and to bear a Teſtimony againſt it. 
Now there are many Things that are not fo 
much Evil in themſelves, as becauſe of rhe Conſe- 
ences they carry along with them, and the ill 
| Gl that is made of them; for which Reaſon, I 
think that an ill Church Government is a juſt Rea- 
ſon for Separation, becauſe tis the Foundation of 
moſt of the Miſchiefs and Irreligion that befalls a 
Church; it lays the Foundation of Pride, Cove- 
touſneſs, Ambition, Perſecution, Uncharitableneſs, 
and commonly ends in Looſneſs, Prophaneneſs and 
Idolatry it ſelf. A Proof of which we have ſuffi- 
cient in the Church of Rome, and our Church was 
going formerly the ſame way, when they read the 
Book of Sports, ſet up Images in the Churches, c. 
What theſe Things would have grown to, or would 
now, is to be queſtioned, had not the late Wars, 
and the preſent Separations from the Charch, put 
—5ð* 
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come Idolatrous, and like the Church of Rome, be- 
fore they do ſeparate. | „ 

Blut to that I Anſwer, They are roo much alike - 
in many Things, and were (as I hinted before?) 
formerly in more; but had any had the Courage, 
and the Wiſdom, to foreſee the miſchievous Conſe» 
quences of the Church of Rome, and at its firſt ſet- 
ing up have ſeparated from ir, it would have pur a 
check ro her Uſurpations better than any other 
way, and we had then had the Arguments of both 
fides tranſmitted to us, which would have given us 
a great inſight into the Primative Times, which we 3 
have not now; it may be ſuch as might have put a : 
ſtop to other Uſurpations: Befides, if we confider. | 
of what a cancerous nature Sin is, we ſhall find 
the only way is to nip it in the bud. But though 
there is ſeveral Occaſions for Separations, and that 
'tis belt for all Men, and all bodies of Men, to 
keep and preſerve Cady dis oa: yet I am not 
thereby for warranting Uncharitableneſs, nor for. 
keeping up of Hatred and Malice, nor yet for 
ruining of a Nation to uphold Parties, (the Occa- 
ſions of which I have already told you) and were 
bdboſe Occaſions removed, I do not doubt but there 
might be Separations of Churches and Parties with- 
out Uncharitableneſs, and then I know no great 
Miſchiefs that can attend it; nay, I am apt to be- 
lieve that upon many accounts tis much better, 
where People differ in Opinions, that they ſhould . 
be parted then not; and I cannot but think that 
tis more eaſie to reconcile us in point of Charity 
than in points of Opinions, becauſe the one is plain- 
ly and poſitively commanded, and the other but 
uncertain and diſputable; and I believe left ſo only 
with a deſign n 19.07; ang ee 
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by and upon. If this courſe will not reconcile us, 
I fear te 1 is no other will; and I am ſure that if 
it did not bring us to one Mind, it would to one 
Intereſt, and unite us againſt our common Enemies, 
which I think tis our Duty to do both as Rational © 
Creatures and Chriſtians; which if what I have 
| ws writ may produce, I ſhall think my Time well 
| Neade - only before I conclude I muſt deſire the 
ader not to interpret any thing I have ſaid to be 
done with Deſign or Prejudice, nor yet that I ac- 
cuſe all the Clergy of what I mention ſome to be 
| guilty of. 1 know there is many of all Parties 
that are honeſt good Men, and would live in Love 
and Union with their Brethren ; I would only de- 
fire them of all Parries thar are guilry, to reflect 
uron themſelves, and that they would conſider both 
i hack Bel and Danger of ir, and that Diviſion com- 
oceeds from want of Love, not want of 
Tit - for Pride, Envy and Malice, have not been 
ara lok for che Truth, but are always contriving 
to ſer up ſomething that they love better, as one 
well obſerves. And therefore be careful to receive 
the Truth in the Love of it, and I believe you will 
find my Propoſals the beſt Remedy ; if-nor, if any 
other can be propounded thar is better, I ſhall rea- 
dily agree to it. And if 1 can provoke ſome better 
Pen to undertake fo good a Work, 1 ſhall have my 
deſire, let it but be effected. 
That we lye under ſuch Erik is plain to all 
Men, and that there is no ftriving ro remedy 
0 great Evils is to me e, even when 
the common Safety, our Lives, Religion, Liberty, 
Poſterity, and all that is to be eſteemed by a good 
Man, calls for it. Shall not Heathens that have 
| bft their Lives, * Oe. for their * 


— - "> 


* r A 3 
> — P 1 1 — » : Y 
9 — . 
"<4. * << 
% R - 
i 


the preſent State of Religion. 59 
Good, and the Good of Mankind, riſe up in Judg- 
ment againſt this Generation, and condemn it 2 
Doth the Precepts of Chriſtianity leſs tend to the 
advancement of Honour and Vertue than the Hea- 
thens Morality did, that it hath fo ſmall an effect 
- now a-days? Or rather, is not Chriſtianity ir ſelf 
loft, or ar leaſt run only into Forms and Names, 
ſo as quite to loſe its chief efficacy > O that Men 
would therefore conſider it, and reflect upon them- 
ſelves ; and that every one would pur a helping 


hand to promote our Love and Union, and do 


thoſe Things that Religion, Vertue and Honour, 
call for, and let neither Self. love nor Hatred ſtand 
in the way, that we may be a ef People, and 

- partake of the Bleſſings that God hath beſtowed 
upon us in Peace and Love. 


mn * ey fa, D 2 * - N 2 
FF e e — r. ˙ 2 an 3 N * 8 
J * * : I | le — 5 — — * 
3 ; . * N 
P. 


" $a * . 78 
e v3 
a 


. . 
Ke 


e 
Ms... LA 


: wy 


1 
MOOS 
* 
. — . 
* 
* 
begs * 
y 58 


| 


